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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -40 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the invention relates to assets management of digital media, 
including a system and method for capturing and managing video and associated data. 

The closest references Chow et al (US 5,692,104) disclose method and 
apparatus for detecting end points of speech activity, and Chang et al (US 5,828,809) 
teach context-based video indexing and video information extraction systems including 
an information extraction system that combines and integrates both speech 
understanding and image analysis. 

However, Chow et al and Chang et al fail to explicitly disclose a method of 
extracting audio for indexing of video, where the method further comprises the step of 
extracting a plurality of audio metadata tracks from the audio information, each audio 
metadata track having selected ones of the time codes indicative at least of start and 
stop times for the audio metadata track. 

Regarding claim 10, the invention relates to assets management of digital media, 
including a system and method for capturing and managing video and associated data. 
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The closest references Chow et al (US 5,692,104) disclose method and 
apparatus for detecting end points of speech activity, and Chang et al (US 5,828,809) 
teach context-based video indexing and video information extraction systems including 
an information extraction system that combines and integrates both speech 
understanding and image analysis. 

However, Chow et al and Chang et al fail to explicitly disclose an audio engine 
for extracting metadata tracks, where the audio engine further comprises a plurality of 
audio metadata track extraction components in data communication with the output of 
the switch, wherein each audio metadata track extraction component provides an audio 
metadata track associated with speech. 

Regarding claim 18, the invention relates to assets management of digital media, 
including a system and method for capturing and managing video and associated data. 

The closest references Chow et al (US 5,692,104) disclose method and 
apparatus for detecting end points of speech activity, and Chang et al (US 5,828,809) 
teach context-based video indexing and video information extraction systems including 
an information extraction system that combines and integrates both speech 
understanding and image analysis. 

However, Chow et al and Chang et al fail to explicitly disclose an audio engine 
for extracting metadata tracks, where the audio engine further comprises a plurality of 
audio metadata track extraction components in data communication with the output of 



Application/Control Number: 10/067,550 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2621 

the switch, wherein each audio metadata track extraction component provides an audio 
metadata track associated with speech. 

Regarding claim 24, the invention relates to assets management of digital media, 
including a system and method for capturing and managing video and associated data. 

The closest references Chow et al (US 5,692,104) disclose method and 
apparatus for detecting end points of speech activity, and Chang et al (US 5,828,809) 
teach context-based video indexing and video information extraction systems including 
an information extraction system that combines and integrates both speech 
understanding and image analysis. 

However, Chow et al and Chang et al fail to explicitly disclose a method of 
extracting audio for indexing of video, where the method further comprises extracting a 
plurality of audio metadata tracks from the audio information, each audio metadata track 
being associated with selected ones of the time codes indicative at least of start and 
stop times for the audio metadata track. 

Regarding claim 27, the invention relates to assets management of digital media, 
including a system and method for capturing and managing.video and associated data. 

The closest references Chow et al (US 5,692,104) disclose method and 
apparatus for detecting end points of speech activity, and Chang et al (US 5,828,809) 
teach context-based video indexing and video information extraction systems including 
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an information extraction system that combines and integrates both speech 
understanding and image analysis. 

However, Chow et al and Chang et al fail to explicitly disclose an audio engine 
for extracting metadata tracks, where the audio engine further comprises a plurality of 
audio metadata track extraction components in data communication with the output of 
the switch, wherein each audio metadata track extraction component provides an audio 
metadata track associated with speech. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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